
LONG RIDINGS RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

MARCH 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

NOTICE IS GIVEN 
 of  an  

OPEN GENERAL MEETING 
St Peter’s Church Hall, Claughton Way, Hutton 

7.30pm  Thursday  23rd March 2017 
Local Councillors will be in Attendance 

 

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN 
of the  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
St Peter’s Church Hall, Claughton Way, Hutton  

7.30pm Thursday 27th April 2017 
 
MEMBERSHIP  The revival of support for the Assoc. this year has been extraordinary. We currently 
have a paid-up Membership of 553 representing 68% of the total number of Residents on the Long 
Ridings Estate and the Chairman and Committee wish to Thank All those Members who so willingly 
support us. We have operated the Association this year most frugally and been so well supported we are 
actually recommending a decrease in the Subscription to 50p – but don’t pay anything yet (not until April) 
 

We do however want new Committee Members. Currently we only have seven and at least one is not 
seeking re-election. We should have twelve so we could do with another six and now is the best time for 
you to join us. The duties are not very onerous and Meetings are conducted in a relaxed, informal manner. 
 

We’re seeking twelve Members to report and look at local issues on our Estate and try to find suitable 
solutions that reflect the collective common view of all our Members. It would be ‘perfect’ if we could 
have at least one Committee Member from every major road on the Estate but that is in no way essential.  
 

So how about it?  If you are interested (or even mildly curious) about what is involved, please phone 
225206 and ask for Pat or Robin French and we can give more detail.  “Your Association Needs You!” 
 
ROADS AND FOOTPATHS  Now for the bad bit!  After much lobbying and hard work by your 
Committee, we sadly have to report that we’ve been singularly unsuccessful in getting the Local Councils 
to do ANYTHING about the deplorable and worsening state of the footpaths on our Estate. 
 

Last year, we did a complete survey of the whole Estate and your Chairman and Vice Chairman then 
showed the worst parts one morning to Cllrs. McKinlay and Hirst, (Brentwood & County Councillors). 
We believe it is fair to say they were both suitably shocked at how bad the footpaths were and both 
promised “action” but now, 12 months later, nothing has been done and the footpaths are worse than ever! 
 

Added to that, the roads are now breaking-up in an alarming manner. Frost can’t be blamed this year after 
a relatively mild winter but what is particularly worrying now are the gaps opening-up between the old 
concrete slabs under the tarmac. These gaps are becoming large potholes. Before it becomes a major issue 
what are the local Councillors prepared to do now?   (a “stitch in time saves nine”  comes to mind) 
 

Additionally, we have asked our local Councillors to explain or justify why Hunter Avenue Car Park was 
resurfaced last month in preference to much higher priority repairs to our footpaths and roads. As far as 
any of us here on Long Ridings are aware, the Hunter Av. Car Park was like a ‘billiard table’ compared to 
the mini ‘Grand Canyons’ we now have on our roads and footpaths… We await a reply. 



JUNCTION PROTECTION   More Bad News.  Despite overwhelming support last year from 
Members for Junction Protection Measures at five road junctions off and around Pinewood Way, we 
continue to receive nothing but procrastination from the South Essex Parking Partnership. 
 

S.E.P.P. is a conglomeration of six South Essex Councils (Basildon, Brentwood, Castle Point, 
Chelmsford, Maldon and Rochford). S.E.P.P. (based in Chelmsford) was given sole responsibility by 
Brentwood to implement “No Waiting” restrictions in the Town – including improving road safety. 
 

There are junction protection measures at every road junction on the “Long Ridings” and Whittington Rd. 
areas - we’re seeking for nothing more, nothing less on “High Ridings”. We’ve been campaigning for this 
for over a year now and have just been told “the lead Councillor for Brentwood will make a decision soon”…   
 

We’re not sure when that will be or how much more time he wants. Bearing in mind however that we 
have been campaigning for this for more than 12 months now, it is probably a good job he isn’t an airline 
pilot or a heart surgeon who quite happily make decisive decisions every day. 
 

But we are NOT giving up and will continue to campaign for what we and many Members think is right. 
 
CARS PARKING ON PAVEMENTS  We are aware that when they have had time, the police have 
issued warning notices and parking tickets on cars parked on pavements they judge to be obstructing a 
footpath. Bearing in mind the number of our Members now reliant upon mobility scooters or children’s 
buggies, we applaud this measure. This is quite apart from the need to preserve the state or condition of 
whatever passes for footpaths today in the absence of any planned repair schedule by our local councils. 
We continue to monitor this situation most closely……..  
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  With the onset of Spring comes all those Scam Callers knocking on 
your door asking if you require your trees or hedges pruned; roof, driveway or gutters repaired etc.  Please 
be aware that these people invariably are NOT genuine gardeners, builders, etc., 
 

Please do not engage them without first checking them out FULLY - it could be a scam.  If you need 
work done look in Yellow Pages or ask neighbours or friends if they can recommend anyone. Look for a 
landline telephone number and address of the company not just a mobile phone number so often used 
by these casual workers. If in ANY doubt, please phone us on 01277 225206  (ask for Pat or Robin). 
 

An Excellent Booklet giving advice on how to avoid being scammed is produced by the Metropolitan 
Police called “The Little Book of Big Scams”. (http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf)  It 
gives excellent advice on how to protect yourself against telephone and doorstep “scams”. For those 
Members without access to the Internet, we could maybe try to get copies printed - please phone 225206 
 
BRENTWOOD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SERVICE   -   Social Car Scheme 
 

The Community Transport Service is available to local residents for appointments with their Doctor, 
Dentist, Chiropodist, Optician, Further Education Classes and Lunch Clubs etc. It can also be used to visit 
Friends or Family in hospital but  NOT  Hospital Appointments themselves…   (Don’t ask us why!!) 
 

If you are interested, please call B.C.T. on 01277 228080 or email enquiries@brentwoodct.co.uk for a 
Membership Form. Also use those same Contacts for the current 2017 Membership Fee and rate per mile 
payable per journey (the latter understood to be cheaper then a taxi). 
 

B.C.T. also runs Bus Route 808 from Woodland Av. to the Brentwood Hospital and then on to the High 
Street. This can apparently be used by anyone without having to join B.C.T. or phoning for a reservation. 
There is however a charge (fare) for this service but Concessionary Bus Passes are accepted. 
 

Basically, buses leave Woodland Av. Shops at 25 mins past each hour (from 8.25 to 15.25). Each bus 
arrives at the Community Hospital 10mins later - High Street 5 mins after that (for shopping etc.) See the 
full Timetable on:   http://www.brentwoodct.co.uk/pages/808%20BCH%20Bus%20April%2016%20timetable.pdf  
 
ALLOTMENTS: There are one or two vacant allotment plots available in Hutton. If anyone is interested 
in taking one, please phone the Allotment Secretary   Bryan Samms on 01277 227362 
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